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Children are taught through 7 areas of learning specified by the Early Year’s Foundation Stage Guidance. 

The areas of learning are:



THE EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE
CURRICULUM
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum sets the standards for children's care,
development, and welfare from birth to five years old. We follow this curriculum in Reception class,
which is designed to encourage your child's all-round development through play-based and child-
initiated learning experiences.

The EYFS is built around seven areas of learning:

COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE
Listening, Attention, and Understanding: Children maintain attention, concentrate, and sit quietly
during appropriate activity.

Speaking: Children extend vocabulary, especially by grouping the meaning and sounds of new
words.

Understanding: Children listen and respond to ideas expressed by others in conversation or
discussion

PERSONAL SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Self-Regulation: Children can acknowledge their own and others' emotions, regulate their behavior
to support it, and offer active listening to the teacher.

Managing Self: Children feel confident, able to bounce back, and stubborn in the face of challenge.
They manage responsibility for their fundamental hygiene and personal needs and appreciate the
worth of healthy habits.

Building Relationships: Children play and work cooperatively, build constructive relationships, 
and are attuned to others' needs.

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
There are three P.E lessons each week taught by the P.E teachers this includes one PE class, one
swimming class and one Music and Movement session taught by the music teacher. 
All children are required to wear the full P.E kit during physical education lessons and bring along
the swimming kit for swimming lessons.

This consists of:
A pair of navy shorts
SSS white round-necked T shirt with the school badge (see House System on page 16 for KS2
children)
Plain white trainers(plimsolls or gym shoes)
Plain white socks
The school’s approved swim wear.
Goggles
Swimming cap
Towel
Gym bag to put swimming kit in.

When buying footwear to be worn at school, please purchase white shoes with velcro (or buckle)
fastenings as children of this age find laces difficult to manage independently. We discourage the
wearing of jewellery at school and for safety reasons, it should not be worn at all during P.E lessons.
If ears are pierced, stud earrings ONLY are permitted. All uniform and items of clothing must be
clearly labeled with your child’s name.

Gross Motor Skills - Children move safely, demonstrate strength, balance, and coordination when
playing, and move energetically (e.g., running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping, climbing).

Fine Motor Skills - Children grasp a pencil effectively, demonstrate precision in using tools and
equipment, and achieve control needed for writing.



Comprehension - Children show that they have understood what has been read to them by
retelling narratives and stories and predicting important events in stories.

Word Reading - Children recite sounds for every letter in the alphabet and a minimum of 10
digraphs, read words by their phonics understanding, and read aloud simple sentences.

Writing - Children produce known letters, sound-spelling in words, and write sentences and
phrases that can be read.

Library

Twice a week the children have a library lessons taken by our librarian, they are taught how to care
for, choose and handle books and they listen to stories and tapes demonstrating the many genres
in literature, Each week the children choose a book which the take home to share with parents, The
Library book should be returned on or before the day of the Library lesson so that another one may
be issued. If you like the book to be changed before the normal Library lesson day, you my
accompany your child to the library before or after school.

Reading
 
In the first term children will “read” picture books to develop their comprehension skills. The
children will learn to handle and care for books properly, observe details, listen to and answer
questions, form opinions, retell story sequence and talk spontaneously about what they see.
Gradually, words will be introduced as they become more phonetically aware and are able to use
pictorial and contextual clues to work out text. 

In addition, children will learn a large number of ‘tricky words’ (words that cannot be decoded
phonetically) using the ‘look, say, cover’ approach.

Each child will progress at their own pace in reading throughout this developmental stage, it is
expected that most children will have basic reading skills by the end of the Reception year. It is
widely recognized that children progress more rapidly when there is interest and practised at
home. Ten minutes day is recommended when a child is refreshed, keen and happy to do so. 

Writing Including Spelling and Handwriting

This includes the development of the motor control nd manipulative skills. The children will engage
in activities to help them develop a correct pencil grip, left to right orientation and correct
formation of lower-case letters. Please note that we use lower-case letters when writing and only
use capital letters when it is grammatically correct to do so. It is important that children develop a
correct pencil grip and learn correct letter formation from the beginning, To help with this we
involve the children in a number of practical activities such as tracing and colouring, It s important
that they are able to hear, identify and write the sounds they know which eventually begin to form
recognizable words. Therefore these skills re systematically taught early on in Reception, children
will be given opportunities to experience writing for a variety of purposes, using features of
different forms.

LITERACY

Please note that lost or damaged books incur a replacement fee of N2500 per book. 

Your child will need a large back pack/trolley bag with a separate pocket for carrying
books. Your child will be given a blue folder where all work will be sent home in. This
includes their Library reading book.

MATHEMATICS
Number Calculating

The children will engage in activities to aid the sorting, matching, classifying, making and
identifying of sets, one-to-one correspondence, conservation of number, oral counting to and from
20 and beyond, recognition of numerals up to 10 and beyond, writing numerals to 10 and beyond
and ordinal numbers to 10
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In practical calculation activities children will begin to use vocabulary in adding and subtracting such
as, more than, equal to. They will have a practical introduction to addition and subtraction and money
using British coinage. Children will be taught to use a range of strategies to aid calculations, including
the use of numbers lines and simple mental strategies

Shapes and Space

Various practical tasks and activities will be undertaken to help the recognition of 2 dimensional and 3
dimensional shapes, and to develop mathematical language to describe them, Children will learn to
recognize and recreate simple pattern and use appropriate language to describe the position of
things.

Measures 

Comparisons will be made using mathematical language relating to length, height, size, weight and
capacity. Time is introduced at a basic conceptual level such as days of the week, O’clock and Half
past.

Number

Children have a secure knowledge of numbers to 10, including composition. They subsidize (know how
many without counting) to 5 and automatically recall number bonds to 5 and some to 10.

Numerical Patterns 

Children confidently count to greater than 20, compare quantities, and explore patterns. They identify
even numbers and odd, double facts, and the ways in which amounts can be split equally.

UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD

Past and Present 

Children describe the daily life of people surrounding them, understand the past via settings and
characters from stories, and identify similarities and differences between things in the past and at
present.

People, Culture and Communities 

Children explain their neighbourhood, recognize similarities and differences between different
religious and cultural communities, and explain similarities and differences between life in this
country and life in other countries.

The Natural World 

Children explore the natural world, observe and draw pictures of plants and animals, and recognize
important processes and changes in the natural world.

Religious Education (RE)

The children have R.E lesson once a week with the R.E teacher, As well as stories from the bible, the
children learn about festival of other religions and aspects of good citizenship. This extends to two
lesson per week in Key Stage one. 
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Informationand Communication Technology (ICT)

As well as daily access to the classroom computer, the children go to the Mac Suite once a week, Using
a range of software children participate in activities that develop basic computer skills, such as using a
mouse, keyboard and developing competency in loading, accessing and closing down programme. In
addition, all classes in the school are fitted with an interactive white board (Smart Board) which is an
integral part of supporting the children’s learning each day

Development of Skills

The following skills are essential to this area of learning and can also be developed across the
curriculum. 

Observing: sorting and grouping
Comparing: Sequencing
Classifying: Asking/Answering questions
Enquiring: Investing
Exploring and experimenting: thinking
Listening: Solving problems
Making decision: Recording
Predicting and testing: communicating
Reflecting: Evaluating
Describing

Being Imaginative and Expressive 

Children create, improvise and retell stories and tales with peers and staff. They sing songs, make
music, dance, and experiment with ways of changing them.

Music

The children have two music lessons each week in the Music room with the Music teacher.

Art

The children have one lesson a week in the Art room with the Art teacher Additionally, In class,
children are given opportunities to explore color, texture, shape, form and space in two and three
dimensions and express and communicate ideas, thoughts and feelings using a range of materials
and suitable tools.

Drama

The children have one drama lesson per week with the drama teacher. The children engage in
representational play and role-play both in and outside the classroom.
Role-playing is also extended to sand and water play where the children make scientific discoveries.

How Children Learn - The Characteristics of Effective Learning

With these areas for learning, we focus on children's learning through the Characteristics of
Effective Learning:

Playing and Exploring: Children discover and learn about things, and 'have a go'

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN

Creating with Materials 

Children investigate and work with a variety of materials, tools and techniques, exploring color,
design, texture, form and function in a safe manner. They discuss their creations and how they were
made.

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES

1514



Throughout the year, children are assessed against the Early Learning Goals (ELGs). These describe
the expected level of development in each area of learning through an online learning journal system
called Tapestry to record observations and photos of your child's learning journey. Reports are sent
home alongside the learning journal every term summarizing your child’s development, strengths, and
next steps in each EYFS area.  These reports help you understand how your child is growing and what
they’ll focus on next.

St. Saviour’s School ikoyi has adopted the assessment system of the National Curriculum and children
in Reception take the baseline test during the ‘Michaelmas’ Term and during the Trinity Term Ad mist of
other tests, the standard Assessment Progress Test Series are taken by ll children at the end of the
year.

S.T.A.R.S - Setting Targets And Reaching Success.

By the end of the Lent term in Reception children are well on their way to becoming independent
writers. To support their learning and to help them progress further in writing each child is given
individual targets. These targets will be shared with parents at the Lent Parent Conferences and with
the children during the lessons. This is the beginning of the target setting which will continue
throughout your child’s education at St. Saviour’s and which will track your child’s progress in writing
as she/he moves through the school.

The Early Learning Goals provide the standard of development that children are expected to
achieve at the end of the Reception year. Teachers will monitor whether children are:

Meeting the expected level - achieving the Early Learning Goal

Working towards the target level - developing but not yet achieving it

Going beyond the level expected - working above the expected standard

This assessment ensures an easy transition into Year 1 and gives your child's next teacher useful
insights into their areas of strength and development.

THE EARLY LEARNING GOALS

ASSESSMENT IN RECEPTION

At St. Saviour’s School Ikoyi, we do our best to establish and maintain clear lines of communication.
You will be expected to sign whole School Agreement at the beginning of each academic year.
Newsletters from the Headteacher are emailed to parents on a weekly basis and additional
information is passed on periodically. Class Teachers also email a weekly bulletin to parents to
support at home extended learning. Information, unless stated otherwise, applies to all children in
the school. Teachers in Reception ensure that letters go home in the children’s folder or are handed
to the child’s carer. Please ensure that your home-help are instructed to keep and pass on all letters
and circular from school. You may also be contacted by text messages and emails.

COMMUNICATION

Active Learning: Children concentrate and keep trying if they become stuck, and enjoy achievement

Creating and Thinking Critically: Children develop and express their own ideas, make connections
between ideas, and think about ways of doing things.
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